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An ANECOD O T E, 


Young woman in Coventry prevailed upon her dying huf- 
A band to make a will, and leave her fuch and fuch eftates 
as her dower, ftrictly, however, enjoining the executors not to 
permit her to receive more out of the premifes than zoool. per 
ann. The hofband diec, and Celia put on weeds; never was 
woman more dejected, her grief forbad her to havea relith for 
public amufemeuts, and carriages and fervants were but atten- 
dants upon vanity, not worthy the attention of a mortal. The 
pretty widow, with zcool. a year, made fume noife however, 
and many a fhoe was blackened, and many an head powdered to 
attract her notice; at length one of her lovers having feriouly 
propofed marriage to her, and the thinking, that as the fix months 
were gut, the fin of indecoram could not be charged upon her; 
affured the gentleman fhe had no objection either to his perfon 
cr manner, but fhe was greatly afraid that he was under {ome 
miftake, and it was her money, not herfelf, he wifhed to wed ; 
if this was the cafe, he would be miferable indeed, as fhe had 
{carcely a competence wherewith to fupport herfelf. This the 
enamoured youth confidered as fineffe, for he had taken care te 
fee the will before he faw her face; and clafping her in his 
arms, vowed -he prized her charms more than gold ; in fhort, 
they married, and fpeedily aiter, the hufband pretending to light 
upon the will by chance, tenderly upbraidet her for not beiore 
entrufting him with the fecret-—fhe was unkind, the doubted his 
Vou, VIII. 197. 2U truth, 
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338 THE WEEKLY ENTERTAINER, 
truth, his conftancy, and was refolved to try it: however, fhe 
muft be convinced now, that he married her for love; and love 
aléne; but as fhe had fo much moncy, he would thank her for 
5001. or 600l. for a particular occafion. The lady turning round, 
took his hand in her’s, ‘* My dear (faid the), remember I told 
you I had no fortune, and I told youtrue ; my lateloved lord 
left a fortune for me upon paper it is true—but not a guinea in 
reality do I poffefs ; on the contrary, I want a little money from 
you to pay a few debts I contracted while I was fingle.” The 
aftonifhed hufband ftood motionlefsa while; at length, flounc- 
ing out of the room, he determined to cut fhort the pain of liv- 
ing with one he could not love, which he immediately effeéted 
by difcharging a piftol through his head. 








Tie HISTORY of BELISA, ORSAMES, and JULIA. 
(Continued from page 328.) 


‘ 
HE death of Dorantes did not at all leffen the frendhhip 
between Philemena and me, and her little daughter Julia 
was the care of us both till the was nine years old ; at that age 
Philemena thought proper to fend her to a nunnery to perfect her 
education, Shecontinucd there three years, in which time fhe 
improved fo confiderably in beauty and underitanding, that her 
mother refolved to take her home again. 

Several advantageous matches for her were offered us; but 
always flattering ourfelves that we fhould find Orfames again, 
we would not hearken to any propofals. Julia herfelf expreffed 
great diflike to being married fo young, which made us the more 
refolute in our refulals. 

Our enquiries after Orfames were fill carried on, without 
being able to learn any thing of him or his governe{s, who, 
we made no doubt, was the fole author of his lofs, thougn for 
what reaion we could not poflibly guels.—We had taken up 
fome of her relations, who, notwithitanding long imprifon- 
ment, and various examinations, could give us no light into any 
thine; we therefore releafed them. 

Jn the mean time the fifter of Orfames’s father, with whom I 
was not in the leait acquainted (Arfefne herieit having no cor- 
reipondence with her), commenced a law-fuit wicth'me for the 
effects of Orfames and his mother, the direction of which was 
left me by my brother ih his will, 

This lady, whofe name was Armira, pretended that the death 
of Orfames was tofficiently proved by the lengw» of the time he 
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had been loft, and that his eftate ought to come toan only fon 
of her’s.=The fuit was long and vigorous. I produced Ar- 
fefne’s will, whereby the made my brother guardian to Orfames ; 
and that of Dorantes, whereby he depofited his wealth in my 
hands, exprefly forbidding me to part with it till there were cer- 
tain proofs of Orfames’sdeath. But asI could give no proof of 
his being living, nor Armira of his being dead, the judges ore 
dered that his eftate fhould continue ten years longer in my 
hands; and.if in that time he did not appear, I fhould deliver 
it up to Arimont, the fon of Armira, and undoubted heir of 
Orfames’s father, if that young gentleman was really dead. 

This decree no ways pleaied Armira, and her rage was fo 
violent, that fhe fell mortally ill.—Her fon, who‘is the other of. 
the gentlemen _ who accompanied me hither, and is now with 
Julia, employed all his care in ‘endeavouring to recover her, but 
to no purpole.——Prefled by a remorfe of confcience, one day, 
as fhe believed herfelf in the pangs of death, the confeffed to 
him fhe had been guilty of a crime, which could only be ex. 
cufed by her too great affe&tion for him ; and then proceeded to 
furprize him, by faying, that it was fhe who had ftolen: away 
Orfames, being favoured in that defign by his governefs, to 
whom fhe had given a confiderable fum of money to trade with 
in the Indies, where fhe had fent her, and had never heard from 
her fince. 

This difcourfe made the generous foul of Arimont fhudder 
with horror; but feeing her in acondition which would not per- 
mit him to reproach her, he only told her, that he never would 
confent to enrich himielf with the wealth of another ; and that 
if Orfames was not found, what he fhould enjoy of his would 
afford him but very little fatisfaction. 

To thefe words he joined an intreaty, that he would now de 
clare what fhe had done before me, as part of the reparation for 
the injury the had done in commencing a fait againit me, which 
was every way {9 unjuit.—It was with much ado the was per- 
fwaded to this; bat the interce flions of her fon, joined to what 
fhe felt in a late repentance of her crime, at lait worked the de- 
fired effect, and Arimont immediately diipatched a meflenger 
with the foliowing letter to me: 


To > 6. 3 Cs, 
© Mapam, 


** BE pleated to come immediately to Armira, who is dying: 
no time isto be loit, You ought to be informed from her own 
2U2 mouth 
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mouth of a fecreton which depends your eafe, and the honour 
of him whofe higheft ambition in this world is to merit your 


efteem. 
* ARIMONT.” 


I fet out immediately, and on my. arrival found Arimont’s 
mother well enovgh in her fenfes to inform me of all the parti- 
culars of the crime fhe had committed. I caufed ber confef- 
fion to be taken in form by a lawyer; and her heart being eafed 
of fo heavy a burthen, the died with more tranquillity than fhe 
had lived, 

The proceedings of Arimont, in this affair, appeared to me 
fo generous and difinterefted, that I took an affeétion to him as 
though he had been anear relation. I would not take my leave 
of bim till I had engaged his promife to come and be with me 
as foon as he had paid his laft refpeéts to his mother’s memory ; 
which whenche gave me the performance of, I prefented him to 
Philemena, who had fome time before retired to the nunnery 
where Julia was brought up, having trufted her wholly to my 
care and tendernefs,—She received him with the applaufe his 
late a€tion merited ; and we both entered into a friendthip with 
him, which he has not once given us caufe to repent of. 

Pofleffed of Armira’s conféffion, the effeéts of Orfames remained 
quicily in my hands without any further trouble.—We caufed 
letters to be writ to the Indies; and there was neither governor 
or commander of any place that was not ‘informed of the name 
of Orfames, and the defcription of his governefs. He muft then 
have been about fixteen years old. But all our labours were ine 
effectual ; we could difcover nothing: yet {till unwearied with 
the fearch, fix years fince have been {pent in the fame uncer- 
tainty, till at laft fortune, or rather a peculiar providence from 
Heaven, reflored him to us, when we had almoft bid adieu to 
hope. 

" phieieds continued in her retirement, having left her 
davg ter Julia to my care, who was ftill unwilling to enter into 
any engagement, and interefled herfelf as much as the could do 
in the celtiny of Orfames. It is certain the formed to herfelf 
an idea of him very much like what he realiy is, and that was 
owing to a piclure of Arfefne, whom he very much refembles, 
It was to no purpole, therefore, that a croud of adorers were 
daily at my houfe ; their praifes Were irkfome to her, their pre- 
fence uneafy, and the never refted till the prevailed on me to rid 
her of their perfecutions, 

Almoit deipairing of ever hearing of Oriames, I would have 
infuled in her other thoughts, but fhe feemed determined to di¢ 
fingle, 
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fingle, if fate denied her the felicity of becoming his wife.—- 
So odd a paffion and fo firm a conftancy for a man fhe had 
never feen, and probably never would fee, filled me with vari- 
ous conjectures ; I communicated them to her mother, who, on 
that account, and no othes, confented to leave the monaftery. — 
e@ She talked to her daughter on the fubject, but could g-t no 
other anfwer from her than that fhe found not the leaft incli= 
nation to marriage, unlefs fhe could fee a man fuch as fhe imae 
gined the fon of Arfefne muft be. 

It was in vain that Philemena reprefented to her, that all 
children were not like their parents, and: that if Orfames was 
alive, and fhould ever be known, which now was bighly impro- 
bable, it was a thoufand to oneif he reached by many degrees 
the image fhe had formed of him in her mind: the ftill cone 
tinued in her firft determination to live and die unmarried. 
So itrange a refolution in a creature fo young, and of fo com- 
pliable a temper in other affairs, made us confider it rather as an 
impulfe of fate than an obftinaey of difpofition ; we therefore 
refolved to prefs her no further, but wait the refult. Time, 
which they fay umravels all things, foon put a period to our 
i though in a manner which gave us freth occafion 
or it. 


(To be continued.) 





4 true Defcription of the Intereft and Policy of the Continent 
of Americas 


By Dr. Bewjamin Frawxuin. 


HERE is a tradition, that in the planting of New England, 

the firft fectlers met with many difficulties and hardthips, 

as is generally the cafe when a civilized people attempt eftablithe 
ing themfelves in a wildernefs country. 

Being pioufly difpofed, they fought relief from Heaven, by 
laying their wants and diftrefles before the Lord in frequent fet 
days of fafting and prayer, 

Conftant meditation and difcourfe on thefe fubjeéts kept their 
minds gloomy and difcontented; and, like the children of 
Iirael, there were many difpofed to return to that Egypt, which 
perfecution had induced them to abandon, 

At length, when it was propofed in the aflembly to proclaim 
another faft, a farmer of plain fenfe rofe, and remarked, that 
the inconveniencies they tuffered (and concerning which they 
had often wearied Heaven with their complaints), were not fo 
great 
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great-as they might have expected, and. were diminifhed every 
day as.the colony ftrengthened ; that the earth began to reward 
their labour, and to furnith liberally fortheir fabfiftence; that 
the feas anc rivers were’ found full of fith, the air fweet, the 
climate héalthy ; and, above all, that they were there in the full 
enjoyment of liberty, civil and religious ; he therefore’ thought 
that reflecting and converfing on thefe fubjeéts would be more 
cow fortable, as tending more to make them contented with their 
fitvation ; and that “it would be more becoming the gratitude 
they owed to the Divine Being, if, inftead of a fait, they fhould 
proclaim'a thank{giving. 

His advice was taken’, and, from that day to this, they have 
in every year obferved circumftances of public felicity fufficient 
to furnifh employment for a thank{giving day, which is there- 
fore conftantly ordered, and religioufly obferved’, 

I fee in the public newfpapers of different ‘tates, frequent 
complaints of hard times, deadnefs of trade, fcarcity of moncy, 
é&c, &c. 

It is not my intention to affert or maintain that thefe com- 
plaints are entirely without foundation. ‘There can be no 
country or nation exifting, in which there will not be fome peo. 
ple fo circumftanted usto find it hard to gain a livelihood ; peo- 
ple who are not in the way of any profitable trade, and with’ 
whom money is {carce, becaufe they have nothing to give in ex- 
change for it. _Andit is always in the power of a {mall number 
to make a great clamour: but let us take a cool view of the gee 
neral ftate of our affairs, and perhaps the _profpect will appear 
lefs gloomy than has been imagined, 

‘The great bufinefs of the continent is agriculture. For one 
artizan or merchant, I fuppoie we have at leaft 100 farmers, by 
far the greateft part cultivators of their own fertile lands, from 
whence many of them draw not only food neceflary for their 
fubliftence, but the materials of their clothing, fo as to need 
very few foreign fupplies, while they have a furplus of pro- 
duétions to difpofe of, whereby wealth is gradually accumu. 
lated. 

Such has been the goodnefs of Divine Providence to thefe 
recions, and fo favourable the climate, that fince the three or 
four years of hardthips in the firit fettlement of our fathers here, 
a famine or {carcity has never been heard of amongit us; on 
the contrary, though fome years may have been more, and others 
lets plentiful, there has always been provijions enough for oure 
felves, and a quantity to {pare tor exportation, And although the 
crops of lait year were not in general good, never was the tarmer 
better paid for the part he can ipare for commerce, 2s the pubs 
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lithed price-cufrents abundantly teftify.” "The lan4s he poTeffes 
are continually rifing in value with the increafe of population ; 
and, on the whole, he is enabled to give'fuch wages to thofe 
whowork for him,that all who areacquainted with the old world 
moft agree, that in no part of it are the labouring poor fo gene- 
rally well fed, well clothed, well lodged, and well paid, as in the 
United States of America. 

If we enter the cities, we find, that fince the revolution, the 
owners of houfes and lots of ground have had their intereft 
vaftly augmented in value; rents have rifen to an alarming 
height, and thence encouragement to increafe building, which 
gives employment to an abundance of workmen, as does alfo 
the increafed luxury and fplendoer of living of the inhabitants 
thus made richer. —Thefe workmen all demand and obtain 
much higher wages than any other part of the world would af. 
ford them, and are paid in ready money. This rank of people, 
therefore, do not, or ought not, to complain of hard times, and 
they make a very confiderable part of the city inhabitants, 

At the diftance I live [in Pennfylvania] from ovr American 
fifheries, I cannot fpeak of them with any certainty ; but I have 
not heard that the labour of the valuable race of men employed 
in them is worfe paid, or that they meet with lefs fuccefs than 
they did before the revolution, The whale men indeed have 
been deprived of one market for their oil ; but another, [ hear, 
is opening for them, which it is hoped may be equally advane 
tageous: and the demand is conftantly increafing for their {pere 
maceti candles, which therefore bear a much higher price than 
formerly. 

There remain the merchants and the fhopkeepers: of thefe, 
though they make but a {mall part of the whole nation, the 
number is confiderable ; too great indeed for the bulinefs they 
are employed in; forthe confumption of goods in every country 
has its limits. ‘The faculties of the people, that is the ability to 
bay and pay, is equal only to a certain quantity of merchandize. 
If merchants calculate amifs on this proportion, and import tco 
much, they will of courfe find the fale dull for the overplas, 
and fome of them will fay that trade languifhes. They fhould, 
and deubilefs will, grow wifer by experience, and import lefs. 

If too many farmers and artificers turn fhopkeepers, the whole 
quantity of that bafinefs, divided amongft them, may afford too 
imall a fhare for each, and occafion complaints that trading is 
dead they may all fuppofe that it is owing tothe {carcity of 
money, while, in fact, it is not fo much trom the fewneis of 
buyers as from the exceilive number of fellers, that the mifchief 
arifes ; and if every thupkeeper, farmer, and mechanic, would 
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return to the ufe of his plough and working tools, there would 
remain of widows and other women fhopkeepers fufficient for 
the bufinefs, which might then afford them a comfortable main- 
ienance, 

Whoever has travelled through the various parts of Europe, 
and obferved how {mall is the proportion of people in affluence 
or eafy circumftances there, compared with thofe in poverty and 
mifery ; the few rich and haughty landlords; the multitude of 
poor, abject, rack. rented, tythe-paying tenants, and half ftarved 
ragged labourers; and. views here the happy mediocrity that fo 
generally prevails throughout thefe ftates, where the cultivator 
works for himfelf, and fupports his family in decent plenty, 
will, methinks, fee abundant reafon to biefs Divine Providence 
for the. evident and great difference inour favour, and be con- 
vinced, that no nation known to as enjoys a greater fhare of 
human felicity. 

It is true that in fome of the ftates there are parties and dif- 
cord: but let us look back, and afk if we were evcr without 
them? Such will exift wherever there is liberty ; and perhaps 
they helpto preferve it. By the collifion of different fentiments, 
{parks of trath are ftruck out, and political light is obtained. 
The different fa€tions which at prefent divide us, all aim at the 
public good; the differences are only about the various modes of 
promoting it. Things, actions, meafures, and objects of all 
kinds, prefent themfelves to the minds of men in fuch a variety 
of lights, that it is not poffible we fhould all think alike at the 
fame time on every fubjeé&t, when hardly the fame man retains 
at all times the fame ideas of it. Parties are, therefore, the 
common lot of humanity, and our’s are by no means mif- 
chievous, or lefs beneficial, than thofe of other countries, na» 
tions, and ages, enjoyingin the fame degree the great blefling of 
political liberty. 

Some indeed among us are not fo much grieved for the pre- 
fent ftate of affairs as apprehenfive tor the future. The growth 
of luxury alarms them, and they think we are from that alone 
in the high road to ruin. They obferve, that no revenue is fuf- 
ficient without economy, and that the moft plentiful income of 
a whole people from the natural produétions of their country, 
may be diflipated in vain and needlefs expences, and poverty be 
introdaced in the place of affluence. 1 his may be poffible: it, 
however, rarely happens ; for there feems to be in every nation 
@ greater proportion of induftry and frugality, which tend to 
enrich, than of idleneis and prodigality, which occafion po- 
verty ; fo that upon the whole there is a continual accumulation. 
Refie& what Spain, France, Germany, and Britain, were in the 
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time of the Romans, inhabited by people little richer than our 
favages, and confider the wealth they at prefent poffefs, in nu« 
merous well-builtcities, improved farms, rich moveables, maga- 
zines ftocked. with valuable manufaCtures, to fay nothing of 
plate, jewels, and coined money ; and ‘all this notwithftandin 
their bad, waiteful, and plundering government, and their ma 
defttactive wars ; and yet luxury and extravagant living has 
never {uffered much reftraint in thofe countries— hen confider 
the great proportion of indaftrious and fragal farmers inhabiting 
the interior parts of thefé Atmerican ftates,' and of whom the 
body of our mation confifts, aud whether it is poffible that the 
luxury of our fea-ports can be fufficient to ruin fach a cotfntry.— 
If the importation of foreign luxuries could ruin a people, we 
fhould probably be ruined long ago; for the Britifh nation 
claimed a right, and practifed it, of importing among us, not 
only the fuperfluities of their own produétion, but thofe of 
every nation under Heaven; we bonglit and confumed them, 
and yet we flourifhed and grew rich— At prefent our indepens 
dent government may do what we could not then do, difcourage 
by heavy duties, or prevent by prohibitions, fach importations, 
and thereby grow richer; if, indeed, which may admit of dif- 
pute, the defire of adorning ourfelves with fine clothes, &c. is 
not, by ftrongly inciting to labour and induftry, the occafion of 
producing a greater valuc thaa is confumed in the gratification 
of that defire. 

- The agricalture and fifheries of the United States are the 
great fources of our increafing wealth. He that puts a feed 
into the earth is recompenfed perhaps by receiving forty out of 
it ; and he who draws a fith out of the waters draws up a piece 
of filver. 

Let us’ (and there is no doubt but we thall) be attentive to 
thefe, and then the power of rivals, with all their reftraining 
and prohibiting aéts, cannot much hurtus.. We are fons of the 
earth and feas, and, like Anteus in the fable, if in wreftling with 
a Hercules we now and then receive a fall, the touch of our pa- 
rents Will communicate to us frefh itreagth and vigour to reaew 
the contett. 





An AN E CD OT E, 


Gentleman prefented a note for payment toa rich mer- 

chant at Berlin, which he fuppofed him to have figned 
twenty years before, The merchant told the proprietor, that 
Vow. VIL. 197. 2X the 
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the fignature indeed was very like his, but that he had never 
written it, The note was for 10,000 rix dollars. The mer- 
chant to whom it was prefented refufed paying it, and went im. 
mediately to the King to complain of the fraud intended again 
him. The King fent for the other, and examined the note in 
his preferce. One told his Majefty that he had not figned ir, 
and the other pretended that he faw him do it. His Majefty 
difmiffed them both for that time, and going into his clofet, he 
placed the note againft a window, and foon found that the pa- 
per on. which the note was written, bore the niark of a manus 
faétory which had been eftablifhed in Berlin only two years be- | 
fore. He immediately fent for the owner of the note, ufed 
every mild means to bring him to confe‘s the fraud, and pro- 
mifed to pardon him for his weaknels, if he had been guiity of 
the forgery: the man perfifted in his affertions: the King fent 
for a.clergyman to prepare him for death, and gave orders that 
he fhoul be hanged within four hours. Frederick, on the day 
followiag, explained to his people the motives for the feverity of 
a judgment, and his conduct was approved and admired by all 
ruffia, 





Singular Vows made by Knights in the times of Chivalry. 


ERSONAL valour diétated thefe vows ; of which the fol- 

lowing are examples: ** James d’Endelee, fays Froiffart, in 
his Hiftory, had made a vow, that, in the next battle in which 
the King of England, or either of his fons, fhould appear, he 
would be the firft aflailant, the beft warrior on their fide, or 
that he would die in the attempt.”—Du Guefelin, being at the 
fiege of Montcontoor, fwore never to eat meat, nor put off his 
clothes, day or night, till he had taken that place ; and his 
{quire of honour, at the fiege of Brefliere, in Poitou, promifed, 
before God, to plant, that day, on the tower of that city, the 
banner of his mafter, which he carried, crying, ‘* Du Guefclin! 
Dv Guefclin !” orto die in the attempt. 

The fame hiftory reports, that the befieged made vows to cat 
all their beafts, and, as their Jaft refource, to cat one another, in 
the rage of hunger, rather than yield the town ; while, the be- 
fiegers on their part, {wore to maiftain the fiege through their 
iets and die in battle, or take the place by the force of ale 
ault. 

The mof extraordinary of thefe vows, w2s that of the peas 
cock,or pheafant,made by the Knighton the bird, as will be pres 
fently related. ‘Thefe noble birds, for fo they were ftiled, per- 
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feétly reprefented, by the brightnefs and variety of their colours, 
the Majefty of their Kings, and the faperb veftments with 
which they were adorned, when they held their pleniary or full 
courts. 

The old Romancers obferve, that the peacock and pheafant 
weré, as well as venifon, the particular food of brave and gal- 
lant Knights.—Gafton, the fifth of that name, fays Favin, 
who had been created a Peer of France by Charles II. betrothed 
to the daughter of that Prince, Magdalen of France, and 
adorned with the Order of the Star, determined to celebrate 
thefe accumulated honours by a magnificent feaft, given at Tours, 
in 1458, tobe followed by joufts, which he ordered to be pube 
lifhed abroad. 

This banquet was compofed of five fervices, and feyen entre- 
mets, or {mall plates of dainties, ufually ferved at the tables of 
the great, juft before the fruit. In one of the entremets they 
brought, in a large veffel, a peacock alive, which had at its 
neck the arms of the Queen of France; and round the veffel 
were ranged various flags and ftreamers, carrying the arms of 
all the Princeffes and Ladies of the Court ; who were very 
pa of this honour fhewn them by theCount de Foix ; and 
lo magpincras was this feaft, that it appeared an earthly pa- 
radife, 

Thefe entremets were firft devifed to occupy the guefts in the 
interval between the grand fervices. They were exhibited be- 
ore the reign of St, ea at the marriage of his brother Ro- 
bert, at Compiegne, in 1237; and by Charles V. ata featt he 
gave in 1378, to the King of the Romans. The remains of 
this ancient magnificence, fays De Thou, were feen at the marris 
age of the Prince of Navarre, in 1572, with the fifter of the King; 
and at another feaft, which the Queen gave, the following year, to 
the Duke of Anjou, King of Poland: and a tafte for thefe ancient 
pleafures was preferved at Florence, to the year 1600, at the 
banquet given, in that city,for the marriage of Mary de Medicis 
with Henry IV, 

The plumage of the fine birds prefented at thefe fplendid en- 
tertainments, was confidered, by the ladies of Provence, as the 
richeft ornament with which they could decorate the Troubae 
dour, who celebrated their praife ; the feathers were interwo- 
ven in the crown, given as a recompence for the poetic talents, 
he confecrated to the celebration of valour and of gallantry ; 
me a figure of the peacock was the prize of the Knights them- 
elves, 

At a feaft, given for the peace made in 1659, by the city of 
Marfeilles, ** the Troubadour,” fays father Meneftrier, ‘* came 
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crowned with peacocks. feathers, which had been formally de- 
voted to them by the ladies of Provence. ‘The eyes,reprefented in 
their plumage, exprefied the attention of all the world to thefe 
Troubadours.” Pope Paul IfI, fent to King Pepin a confecrated 
fword, and accompanied it with a mantie interwoven with the 
peacock’s feathers, ‘ 

But the higheft glory of this bird was the moft fingular vow 
made on its which was performed in the following manner: the 
day on which the Knights were to take their folemn vows, a 
peacock .or pheafant, fometimes roafted, but always dreffed and 
garnifhed out with its fineft feathers, was brought in, with great 
dignity, by the ladies, or the young gentlewomen, in a large 
gold or filver veffel, in the midft of a numerous company of af- 
fembled Knights. They prefented this dif to each Knight, who 
made. his vow on the bird ; after which, they carried it back, 
and placed it ona table, to bé diftributed among the affiftants, 
Tae kill of the perfon who carved it confifted in dividing the 
parts fo nicely, that all prefent might have afhare. In the ro- 
mance of Lancelot de Lac, there‘is a great eulogy given to 
King Artus, for having carved the peacock, at the round table, 
fo much to the fatistaction of a hundred and fifty Knights, 
feated at the feaft, that they were all content with the fhare af. 
figned them. 

The old Romancers, who wrote on this fingular vow, inform 
us, that the ladies, or young gentlewomen, after prefenting 
the bird to every Knight, chofe one of the moft valiant Knights 
to accompany them in this ceremony, and to dire€t the peacock 
to that Knight whom he eiteemed the bravefl: which being 
cont, the Knight directed cut up the bird, and diftributed it in 

is fight. ; 

So high a preference beftowed on eminent valour was not ac- 
cepted, till after a long and modeft refiftance, and confefling 
theméélves the leaft worthy of this honour: in the farae man- 
ner as the Knights admitted into the order of the Holy Ghott, 
protefted they were wholly undeferving of 1o glorious a dif- 
tin&tion, ' 

The account of the fingular ceremony which paffed at Lifle, 
alfo, in 1453, on the conferring this order, at the Court of 
Philip the Good, Duke of Burgundy, is too curious to be omitted; 
it was exhibited upon occafion of the crufade againit the Turks, 
when the conqueft of the Eaftern empire was accomplithed by 
the taking of Conftantinople ; and is thus defcribed by Mat- 
thew de Couci, end Olivier de la Marche, who were at this feaft: 
The neceflary time for the preparations, and arrival of the 
Knights, was pafled in feveral feafts given by the principal 
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Lords ; the laft of which was that of the Duke of Cleves, 
when they proclaimed the banqugt of his uncle the Dake of 
Bargundy, which, according to the ancient cuftom, was to be 
given cighteen days from that time. "The proclamation was 
thus made: a Jady, mounting on the table where the Dake of 
Borgundy was feated, by a ftep made for that purpofe, kneeled 
down before him, dnd 'placed on the heat! of that Prince a chap- 
let, or crown of flowers: from hence the cutlom of offering, at 
balls, a nofegay to the perfoa who is.to give the next entertain 
ment, 

When the 18 days were paffed, the Duke of Burgundy drew 
together his wholé court, and the nobility of his ciff:rent ftates, 
to his banquet, which was the annuncfition of the high myfte- 
ries of religion and of knighthood: when, if the magnificence of 
the Prince was admired in the multitade’an: abandance of the 
fervices, it was ftilf more con{picaous in the elegant {pefacles 
difplayed in the entrémets, o: curious and dainty difhes, broaght 
in between: the fervices and the fruits ; by which the feait was 
rendered more pompous and amufing. 

There appeared inthe hall divers decorations, machines, 
figures of men, and extraordinary animals, trees, mountains, 
rivers, and a fea with veflels on it: all thefe objects were inter- 
mixed with perfonages, with birds, and other living animals, 
who were in motion in’ the hall, or on che great table, and repre- 
fented the actions relative to the defign the Duke had formed; 
which was, to ex»ibit the featts of the’palace of Alcine, in the 
ancient Court of France. It is aftonithing to conceive what mult 
have been the extent of the hall, which contained fo {pacious a 
table, or rather fo vaft a theatre, with ‘the ground neceflary 
for the aétion of fo many machines and perfons ; without 
reckoning the multitude of the gaefts, and the crowd of {petta- 
tors. 

In the midft of this fpectacle entered fuddenly a giant, armed 
in the ancient manuerof a Moor of Grenada ; he led an ele- 
phant, who carried a caitle on his back, in which was a Lady, 
bathed in tears, and ¢reffed in long mourning habits, as a nun, 
or devotee to the cloifter. When the came into the hall, and 
was in the midft of the affembly, therccited a pocmof three 
ftanzis, which commanded the giaat to ftop ; bat he looking on 
her with a fixed eye, continued his march till he came to the 
table of the Duke. 

At that moment the captive Lady, who reprefented Religion, 
made a jong complaint in verfe on the calamity the fuffered trom 
the tyranny of the infidels ; and reproached the iukewarmnefs of 
thpic who ought to Have iuccoured and delivered her, When 
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this Jamentation was over, the Kings at Arms, of the Order of 
the Golden Fleece, preceded by along file of Officers at Arms, 
and carrying on bis head a Pheefant alive, which was ornamented 
with a Golden Collar, enriched with pearls and precious ftones, 
advaneed sowards the Duke of Burgundy, and prefented to him 
two young Ladies: the one of whom was Yolande, the natural 
@aughter of that Prince ; and the other, Ifabel of Neufchatel, 
saughter of the Lord de Montaign ; each accompanied by a 
Koight of the Golden Fleece. ' 

t the fame time the King at Arms, offered to the Duke the 
bird he carried, in the names of thefe ladies, who recommended ~ 
themfelves to the protection of their fovereign, in conformity to 
the ancient cufioms, according to which, in the great feafts and 
noble, afiemblies, they prefented to the Princes, Lords, and 
noble Ladies, a hurl, or fome other royal bird, on which 
to mak: vows ferviceable to thofe ladies who thould implore their 
afifance. The Duke, after having attentively liftened tothe 
petition of the King at Arms, returned a. billet, which was 
yead aloud, and began in thefe words: ‘ I vow to God my 
Creator, and to the glorious Virgin his Mother ; and, after thefe 
to. the Ladies and the Pheafants, &c.’ It further contained fo- 
kemo promifes (the grand intent of this allegorical exhibition) to 
carry the war amovgft the infidels, for = defence of the op- 
preficd Church, and er caftle in which this fingular ceremony 
was reprefented, 

The vow made hy the Duke (fays Olivier de la Marche) was 
the fignal of all the other vows, each of which had in view the 
proving their courage againft the Turks ; and fome arbitrary 
penance was added, as to abiiain from wine and meat on certain 
days, not to fleep in a bed, not to eat ona table cloth, to wear 
fhists of hair, or armour nextthe fkin, &c. till thefe engage- 
ments were performed, 

‘The conclufion of thefe vows was celebrated by a new {pec 
tacle. A Lady drefled.in white, in the habit of a nun, bearing 
eu her fhoulder a f{croll, on which was written, ‘ Grace of God,’ 
in letters of gold, came to thank the aflembly, and prefented 
twelve Ladies, conducted by as many Knights. Thefe Ladies 

Teprefented different virtues; the name of each, every Lady 
cassied alfo on her fhoulder, marked on a billet or brevet ; and 
tuat they were to be of this expedition, to infure it fuccefs, When 
they had paffed in review, one after the other prefented their 
brevet to * Grace of God,’ who read them, and recited, at the 
exd of each, in a couplet of eight verfes, the names of the 
Ladies, Juftice, Charity, Reafon, Pradence, Temperance, 
Strength, Truth, Liberality, Diligence, Hope, org 
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which were to exprefs the virtues neceffary to a true and perfe@ 
Knight. Thefe ceremonies over, they all began to dancein 
figures, and were fumptuoally feafted ; and with thefe allegos 
rical and magnificent entertainments ended this noble and joyful 
feaft. 





Yo rhe PRINTER of the WEEKLY ENTERTAINER, 
SIR, 


HE following thort effay, written. by the late King of 
A Prufia, having accidentally fallen into my. haads, your 
giving it a piace in your Weekly Entertainer will pleafe feveral 
of your readers, and particularly 
Your humble fervant, 


L. M. 
September 25, 1786. 





ON DIFFERENT FORMS OF GOVERNMENT. 


MAN is not formed to exift witnout fociety; the mot fa~ 
vage nations that have come to our knowledge have always been 
found already formed into fo ne fort of tribes or clans. WNa- 
tions thatare in any degree civilize¢, ane united by more defi- 
nite and folemn conventions ; and are bound to miitual afiftance 
and fupport. This becomes a duty, and is, moreover, the in- 
tereft of each individual, tending, at the fame time, to the'good' 
of the whole. Were this mutual affiftance to be fufpended or 
withdrawn, confafion mutt follow, and in thé end, deftru&tion te 
individuals, and fubverfion of the ftate. Thefe principles are 
not new ; they have been the principles upon which all the ane 
cient ftates,of which we have any account, were formed. 

Good monarchies, founded on principles of prudence and 
philanthropy, conftitute, in our times, a {pecies of government 
approaching much nearer to ariftocracy than to defpotifm ; in 
fact, it is the laws only that reign in {uch a government, 

Let us confider this matie; a little. If we reckon up the 
perfoas who have a fharein the feveral councils, in the admi~ 
nitration of juftice, in the finances, in foreign miffions, in com- 
merce, in the army, in the interior police of the nation ; and if 
we.add fuch as have votes in the provinces ; all chofe, in fome 
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degree, partake of the fovereign authoritv. The prince, in fuch 
a ftate, is far from. a defpotic and arbitrary governor, acting 
only from his caprice ; he is onJy the central point, in which all 
the radii. ot the circle concur, In this form of government 
only, it is poflible for deliberations to be managed witha fecrecy 
unattainable in republics, and for the different branches of admi- 
niftration to proceed, like the gazadriga ot the Remans, march- 
ing a-breaft, and concurring equally to the general welfare. If 
the prince is endued-with firmnefs, there will -be- much lefs 
room for faction than in the republics, which are fo often ruined 
and fubverted by the iniquitous intrigues and confederacies of 
the citizens againf each other, 

If among the monarchies in Europe there is-an exception to 
the general principles I have afferted, it may be that°of the Or- 
toman empire, which does not fufficieutly unite ‘the -interett of 
the fovereign with that of the individuals inthe ftate. A welle 
governea empire fhould refemble a family, of which the prince 
may be confidered as the father, and the people as his childres ; 
he fhould participate in their happinefs and their calamity ; for 
a good Prince cannot be happy while his people are otherwife. 
From this union of interefts, gaod and grateful citizens are to be 
produced ; citizens who will be-too itri¢tly bound to the ftate to 
be diverted: from their attachment to it, as they would have 
every thing to lofe, and nothing to gain, by deferting it. 





An AN ECD O T &£, 


i der following circumftance lately happened on the coaft of 
Saffex ; and ds itexhibics a fpecies of unaccountable ob- 
ffinacy on the one hand, as well as an inftance of the moft per- 
fevering humanity on the other, it will, doubtlefs, be acceptable 
to our readers. 


A veffel in the moft imminent danger of immediate wreck, 
gave fignals of the utmoft diftrefs juft off Haftings. The peo- 
ple on fhore exerted every poffible endeavour to relieve the crew $ 
they threw ropes into the velfel, and by that means drew all of 
them to land except one boy, who abfolutely' refufed to quit the 
fhip. As the veflc] was every moment in danger of being de- 
ftroyed, there was no time for long entreaties; therefore one 
of the inhabitants of the town, determined to refcue a tellow 
greature from this perilous condition, {wim to the veffzi, and 
made 
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made many. fruitlefs attempts to climb into it ;' but the fea being 
very high, and the veffel béing toffed about with great violence, 
he was frequently thrown back, till he was almoft exhaufted with 
the-fatigae-and the injuries.he had experienced :_but {fo ftrong 
was the impulfe of his humanity, that he continued his endea- 
vour, and at laft effeéted his purpofe. The boy.had retreated to 
the cabin, where he feemed . to be fitting in the moft tranquil 
compofure, and remained fo inflexible to the fupplications of his 
generous vifitor, that. the latter was obliged totry.a method of 
amore forcible kind; and finding a rope’s endj he ufed it fo 
effetually, that the boy at laft confented tu be dragged on fhore. 

The heroic preferver waited till the lad was-fairly off, and 

then left-the vefiel himfelf ; but his ftrength wag fo {pent, and 

his body fo bruifed, that he reached land with great difiiculty, 
and was fometime before he recovered.—A gentleman who was 

upon the fpot was fo flruck with the unremitced.-philanthropy of 
the man, that he immediately propofed, vy a general contriba- 

tion, to reward him, and by great perfonal attivity in this ami- 

able fervice, collected a liberal fubfeription. 


—_— 





Anfwer, by T. Sleeman, of Plymouth-Dick, ‘to ye Whit- 
combe’s Dueftion; inferted Auguft 21. 


put yx=x?—x, then the given equation (xS—2k+4 

x34-x?—-x=m) will be transformed into’ yy-+y=m, 
a quadratic, as required, by Compleating the fquare, y= 
Ym+i1-4th —1-halS Now y being khown xis eafily 
known by folving this equation x3—x=y, 





Anfwer, by T. Petvin, of Street, to W. 7. Stentaford’s Anagram, 
infer ted May 29% 


NAVE at church is found ; 
A VANE the fteeple crowns ; 
The NAVEL clofely joins 
The part tliat’s call’d the loin ; 
The LAVE in fhips you chus’d, 
Juft likea SLAVE is us’d ; 
Then pray difdain to SAVE 
What honelty ne’er gave. 
Vou. VIII. 197. 2¥ ttt We 
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ttt We have received the like atifwer from W. Gofs, of 
Street; and G. B. of Ditcheat. 





Anfwer, by Es Sherman, of Ugborough, t0 Privatus’s Anagram, 
inferted Fuly 27. 
ACK and a CASK, fir, fare I am, 
Will anfwer right your anagram. 


+l] We lidve received the like anfwer from W. Paul, of 
Blackdown ; A.D. G, near Wadebridge » and.J, Wheeler, of 
St. Aaftle. 





Anfwtr, by We C. Taylor, to F. Pafmore’s Rebus, inferted 
July 24. 


Y-joining of the parts-it does appear 
B PITT is the perfon whom all would revere s 
Vea, bind e’er-blooming laurels round his head, 
Would he in his great fire’s paths bat tread. 


*\* We have received the like anfwer from W. Goodden, 
of Somerton ; J. C. of Bridport; J, Quant, of Hinton Saint 
George ; J. White, of Chard; T.K. of Marthalfea; R, Bat- 
ter, of Shobrooke ; W. D. of Exeter ; R. Cuming, of’ Mod- 
bury ; W. Paul, of Blackdown; P. Maunder ; and’ W. O. 





Anfwer, by Se CG. of a to. Hercules’s Enigma, inferted 
Tu 17+ 


HE CROSS claims the firft: ftation in the horn-book; 
but I cannot te!! what is the ufe of fo odd a cuftom, but 
imagine that it is the filly whim of fome’ Romi prieft. 








Anfwer, by R. Batter, of Sbebrecke, to Amicus’s Enigma, inferted 
Ful 3s 


HE STOCKS, good fir, without a doubt, 


Will make your dark enigma out. 
° 4 QUESTION, 
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4 QUESTION, by Wy Reynolds, 


DMIT the earth (as fome fuppofe it be) 
A A fpheric thell ot vaft capacity, ~ 
Wherein the mighty deep in filence lay 
Strongly enclos’d, sill that tremendous day 
When th’ Almighty is his wrath declar’d 
Thefi * uld come, and no fleth thould be fpar’d, 
Except the k,.. that Noah’s ark contain’d, 

In future days to propagate their kind. 
What could the guilty world then fee or hear 
But dire confofion, horror, and defpair 5 

The burlting clouds their cumbrous loads let fall 
In heavy rains on the devoted ball ; 

The livid lightnings flafh, loud thunders roll, 

And dreadfal earthquakes rend from pole to pole; 
The gaping chaims to their view appear, 

The ifluing waters ruthing o’er the {phere ; 

The aftonith’d multitude of ev’ry kind, . 
Fled from the plains, and fafety ftrove to find, ¢ 

But, ah! the waters follow’d clofe behind, 

Some climb’d the lofty trees, while others fay, 

** Let’s to th’ mountains’ tops purfue our way.” 

But heighths, nor depths, nor diftances, could fave 

The dejtin’d wretches from the watry grave. 
the waters ftill prevailing more and more, 

Till wees and mountains’ tops were cover’d o’er. 

Thus fel) the fintul race in lifeleis thade, 

The greateft havock death at once e’er made. 


If Teneriffe* was then, as now it be, 
Near fixteen thoufand feet above the fea, 
And all the waters were confin’d below}, 
Which did the top of that proud pike o’erflow, 
Ye ’rithmeticians tell me now, I pray, 
(You need not ufe nor x, nor z, nor y,) 
"Lhe true content of this concavity ; 

2Y32 And 


* The Pike of Teneriffe, a mountain in the ifland of Teneriffe, one 
of the Canary Iflands, thought to be the higheft in the world. 


+ Suppofing that all the additional water on the furface of the earth 
at the time of the deluge was contained ia the concavity, and at that time 
it was drained dry. 


The circumferences of the earth and concavity being concentric—the 
diameter of the carth being 7960 miles. 
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And its diameter you'lh likewife tell, 
And thicknefs of its vaft enclofing hell, 


a 





4 QUERY, ty W, » Fowler, of Bridport. 
Wee addin what: year of the, Julian period, were 


mules fir ‘propagated ? 





MUSICAL INSTRUMENTS enigmatitally exprefad, by W. O, 


Jo ALF a coin, and a liquid. ; 
2. Two-fifths of a Heathen goddefs, a vowel, and 
two-thirds of a number. ’ sear neal 
3. One-third ofa frit, and half of a bird. 
4. Half of a man’s name, and half of toveport. 
5- To pull, changing a, letter, two-thirds of a tree, and a 
confonant. 
6. Three-fifths of to wafle, half of a denial, and half a 
{core reverfed. eS 
7+ Half of an ancient city, two-fifths of a fort‘of paint, and 
dilpleafure. ~ : 
8. Half of agame atcards, two-thirds of aname of Apollo, 
and two-fifths of a garden root. + sg 
9. An animal, changing aletter, half of languid and what 
a mifer does, omitting a tester. 





4 CHARADE, éy Martinus Scriblerus, 


Y fir in-Hymen’s train behold ; 
My fecond in a {pring is told ; 
See in my whole where juftly dwells © 
‘Tbe man who ’gaink the law-rebels. 





én ANAGRAM, by W. De of Exeter. 


River well known invert with care, 
Parts of a man it will declare ; 


Expunge 
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Expunge a letter, tranfpofe it right, 
To feparate ’ewill bring to light. 





vere 


3 4 REBUS 7 WY. Neyle, of Apbbirton. 


HE genius of drunkards, a foe to mankind ; 
The goddefs of infants you alfo muft find ; 


A Theffalian nymph, who a fountain became ; 


The difcov’rer of honey, a perfon of fame ; 


Of Rome the firft King ; then join, I intreat, 


9S 


The sepaft of the gods, the fweeteft of meat; 


The daughter of Atlas, turn’d into a ftar, 
To avoid Juno’s rage, who oft has caus’d war. 
nd The initials of thefe, being join’d, will difcover, - 
A part of this book, of which I’m a dear lover, 





la Tae ap pri 
42 ENIGMA, ‘by Martinus Scriblerus, 
a 
i Bane and antidote, a foe and friend, 

id Both good and ill on human kind I fead: 
Long and deform’d, though fhort and very fair, 

0, Strait, hard, and foft ; I’m crooked and I’m fquare; 
Smooth though uneven, oval-yet am round ; 

it I’m moftly wanted where I moft abound ; 
And, ftrange to fay; all-various'taites I meet, ' 
1 am infipid, fayoury, and fweets 

- So very ftrong, the greateft load fuftain 5 














So very weak, I fcarce fupport a grain. 

I pleafe, difpleafe, am hated and admir’d ; 
My abfence and my. prefence.are defir’d : 
Famine and plenty o’er a land I fend ; 
Infliting death ‘1 till remain your friend. 

In fearch of me blind mortals often roam, 
And when they travel leave’ meat tacir home. 


ape eee dee dee eg dee ee eee ek 
The rebus on Mifs F— 


cannot be inferted, becaufe it is 


very probable that foe might be offended with the liberty taken with 
ber name. 


POETRY. 
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P O E T RY. 


To the P RIN TER, 
SIR, 


F you think the following ode worthy a perufal, pleafe to 
] infert itin the Weekly Entertainer, and you will very much 
oblige 

° Your hamble fervant, 
T. PASMORE, 

Beer, September 14, 1786. 





— 


ODE TO THE SUPREME BEING, 


AWAKE my foul! and firive to fing 

The praifes of theHeav'nly King, 
And bis divine abode, 

Where he io glory reigns o’er all ; 

Of high and low, of rich and fmall, 
The Omnipoten: God. 


Tell of his goodnefs, and declare 
How numerous his mercies are, 
How excellent his name; 
«* Who made the moon to fhine by night, 
** Amid her {pangled fifters bright,” 


To celebrate his fame. 


E’en as a giant fee the fun, 
Rejoicing in his courfe to run, 


And as a bridegroom gay, 
g oy Clad 
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Clad in his fplendid robes doth thine, 
And with his beamis of light divine 


Alumingtes the -daye: 27 





HI 


The blooming flowers of the fpring, 
Whofe effence balmy zephyrs wing, 

To {cent the ambient air ; " 
The healingsherbs that grate the ground, 
Te thinking minds his praife refound, 

And providence declare. 


The warbling fongfters of the grove, 

The-fith tha€ in the rivers m6ve ~~” 
With fwiftnefs as they play ; 

Old ocean’s monfters, as they roam, 

And make the bripy-waters foam, 

5 His fovereign power obey, . « 


’Tis beautifully grand to hear... 4 
, ' The boifterous winds his power declare, 
Me And waves that dafh the fhore » grag 
Not only thefe, but Heaven and earth, ; 
With loud acclaim and holy, mirth, 
His majelty adore. 


Oft did th’ empyreal hoft relate 
His great magnificence and date, 
When chaos heard his voice ; 
With one accora their lures: chey ftrung, 
And this the burden of their fong, 
** Let all Heav’n’s fons rejoice; 


** Proclaim the Lord, who goeth forth, 

*¢ To make the Heaven and the earth, 
‘¢ And in his image man :” 

Then moft harmoniogs fongs of praife, 

Far, far above what mortals raife, 
Through the empyreum rans 


And when the great redeemer came, 
They fang hofannahs to his name, 
Aioud proclaim’d his birth: 
This glorious news the fhepherds heard, 
When the angelic hoft appear’d, 
** Good will and peace on earth.” 
Thea 
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Then to the place of bleflednefs, 
And evetlafting happinefs, _ 

The angels wing’d their flight ; 
There they ador’d th’ incarnate fon, 
Who to man’s.diftant realm was gone, 

To {ptead the gofpel light. 



























Could we poor groveling mortals here, 
Remov’d far from that happy {phere, 
In proper ftrains adore 
The name divine ; then worldly things, 
With all the vanity they bring, 
We fiiould admire no more. 


Then charity, ‘céleftial gueft, 
Would always in our bofoms reft, 
And peate profufely thed, 
Ambrofial odours in our mind, . 
And pleafures we thall never find, 
Till we’re for ever blefs’d: '* 


Till we arrive unto that place 

So full of glory and of grace, 
Where mercy holds her feat : 

Till then ’tis known we cannot find 

The true felicity of mind, 
And happinets compleat. 


Then may we earneftly defire, 
And after joys divine afpire, 

That Cherift may be our friend ; 
For he moft lovingly invites 
Mankind to fhare in thofe delights, 

That never fhall have end, 





For the WEEKLY ENTERTAINER. 


On aWoman brought to bed of a bafe~born Child, whofe Name 
-was Truth. 


ALSEHOOD, naffhore on thy infernal head 
Are curfes pour’d.—Creation now be mute ! 
What dire effects have we, alas! to dread, 
Since Truth is aétually turn’d proftitute ? 
Ww. GOSS. 


Street, Auguft 26, 1786. 








